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1. The Fast German Council of Ministers paseed a resolution on 18 May 1958
regarding the reduction of vages through position reclassifiestion
(Lohnrueckstufungen). This resolution annuls the governmental ordinance
of 23 June 1953, which was issued ue s result of the events of 17 June
1953. The former ordinance prohitited wny lovering of income (Einkom=
mensminderung) and consequently uny lower pay for equal work, the so-
celled "personengebundene lLoehne",

2. The new resolution of 18 May 1s stiif mecret] 1t has nnt yet been
commmicated even to the Labor Courts (Arbeitsgerichte'. = 8o far,
only the Interior Ministry and the 1l reatorate of the FDOB have been
informed of it. No publication in the nffisisl bulletin (Gesetzblatt) or
in the daily pres: o profesnionst feeals 53 he B opevmitted.  The governs
ment fears the reaction of the werkers to the publication of e law
vhich practically opens the vay to arbitrary wage polieies.

3. A meeting of directors of labor courts (Arbeitssarichtadirektoren) took
place in Leipzig on 13 July. At this mesting sthe new resolution was
communicated for the exclusive informstion of these present. Home of the
speakers in the discussions registered their protests and eriticisms of
the measure., The labor court directors pointed out that no sactiem. ..n
can be teken by the courts in the sznse of the resolution uyiil it "i8 el

- fichallp.gdoreed. . {gesetzliche Girundlage) .

L. In viewc these facts, the Ministry of Lebor has sgain approached the
Tnterior Ministry in order to determine in what manner the new resolution
can be made public.,
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